What is the JASON
Project?

The JASON Project connects students
with great explorers and great events

to inspire and motivate them to learn

science.

The award winning curricula:

o Embeds cutting-edge research
from NASA, NOAA, the U.S.
Department of Energy, the
National Geographic Society and
other leading organizations.

o JASON allows leading scientists to
work side by side with JASON
students.

e The JASON method challenges
students to apply their knowledge
to the real-world scenarios  sci-
entists face every day.

The JASON Projects new line of
science curricula, launched in
2007, has earned multiple
national awards in excellence,
including being named the
nation’s Best Science
Instructional Solution and Best
Online Instructional Solution.

bet Involved - bet Started with JASUN

Getting started with JASON is easy! JASON
offers a number of classroom, school and
district solutions, designed to get you and your
students exploring and learning in as little
time as possible.

TO REGISTER GO TO:

Academic Research Connections
(ARC) Website

Click on JASON and fill out the
registration information.

www.arconnections.org

Note: There is a $10. 00
registration fee required
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An energy/physical science curriculum
that provides research articles, inquiry-
based activities, videos, and games.
Students will investigate and analyze
emerging technologies designed to meet
the needs of an energy-hungry planet.

Spring 2010 JASON
WORKSHOP

Saturday, April 10th
Sage Valley Middle
School—Nampa

Workshop Fee Provided By the
Idaho State Department of
Education in Partnership with
the Idaho National
Laboratory (INL)



Creating the ‘Spark’ To

Engage Students in Science

JASON's theory of science education is based on
lighting the spark of inspiration through sustained
connections with “‘great explorers and great
events” in core curricula. The result is deeper
student engagement, increased motivation, and
higher achievement.

Two well-known, factual examples illustrate the
power of great explorers and great events to
create this spark.

The first was the October 1957 sighting of Sputnik
by Homer Hickam, a West Virginia schoolboy
whose future as a coal miner preordained until he
saw the satellite. Transformed, Hickam struck up a
correspondence with scientist Werner von Braun,
learned the requisite science and math virtually on
his own, and overcame great obstacles on his path
to becoming a NASA engineer.

A similar spark was lighted nearly 30 years later,
then Dr. Robert Ballard’s discovery of RMS Titanic
generated 16,000 letters from students asking to
join his next expedition. Understanding the power
of the spark, Ballard wrote back to many of them
and then founded JASON in 1989. These two
episodes capture what I call “the October Sky
Phenomenon,” because Sputnik’s remarkable
impact on Homer’s life carries a set of principles
that can be applied to education. For Homer, the
spark—the event itself, the mentorship—was
completely random. However, if we can plainly see
what excites and engages students, why not use this
same approach in core curricula?

With The National Geographic Society as our
steward and NOAA, NASA, and the Department of
Energy as our partners, we can expose students to
an endless supply of great explorers and great
events, systematically and on-demand.

Caleb M. Schutz
President, The JASON Project
Excerpt from: Education through Exploration

Dr. Robert Ballard

Dr. Ballard founded The 3
JASON Project in 1989 ‘
after receiving thousands

of letters from young

students inspired by his '1
discovery of the RMS Titanic. |

Today, he is chairman of

JASON's Board of Trustees

and Explorer-in-Residence at The National
Geographic Society.

JASON Core Curriculum

JASON “sparks” interest and proficiency in
science through highly engaging materials,
inquiry-based learning, and role models that
help students envision themselves as scientists.

For educators, JASON provides workshops and
train-the-trainer seminars to help them master
handson, inquiry-based instruction, and gain
increased confidence in science content and
technology integration. JASON’s new line of
award-winning curriculum units are designed
for grades 5-8 and may be adapted for higher or
lower levels. Aligned to state and national
science  standards, each unit provides at least
five to nine weeks of material with suggested
lesson plans, extensions, interdisciplinary
connections, and other teacher resources. Print
versions of the Student and Teacher editions,
with videos in DVD format, are available for
purchase, along with Laboratory Kits containing
virtually all materials necessary to conduct the
hands-on Labs and Field Assignments in each
unit.

Saturday, April 10th

Sage Valley Middle
School

18070 Santa Ana Ave.
Nampa, ID 83687

0:000 4:00

Instructor: Rick Folwell
National JASON Trainer

Workshop Fee Paid by the
Idaho State Department of
Education in Partnership with
the Idaho National Laboratory
(INL)

FREE Curriculum and
On-Line Digital Labs

Graduate Credit available
through Idaho State
University (ISU) for $50.00 a
Credit

Education through Exploration - www.jason.org



